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Message from the Pastor 
F a t h e r  W i l l i a m  S c h o o l e r  
 

After spending most of the second semester in the 2019-2020 school year in 
virtual learning, students, faculty, and administration returned to in-person 

instruction in August.  We followed carefully all of 
the recommended safety protocols and remained 
knee deep in the pandemic.  As directed by the 
County and State directives, everyone wore masks 
for the entire year, with distancing, classes divided 
into cohorts, and with the younger grades 
separated by plexiglass barriers at tables.  The teachers labored under 
very difficult conditions to teach students both in-person and virtually. 
Thanks to the cooperation of so many, we made it through the year as 
best we could. Looking back, we are grateful for the Lord’s presence in 
all of us. 

Message from the Principal 
E l a i n e  H o l m e s  
 

In the 2020-2021 school year, multiple adjustments were made for our 
teaching staff and families. Teachers had to transition from e-learning to virtual 
learning. 
 

Virtual learning was offered to our families as an option due the continued 
uncertainty surrounding COVID-19. Face-to-face and virtual teaching was 
extremely difficult.  Some of our teaching staff taught both ways the entire  
180 days. Saint Pius X School and Little Lions Preschool have an outstanding 
teaching and support staff and they endured the stress. I am so very grateful to all of them. The year 
was one that none of us had ever encountered before. Our families were wonderful, continuing 
support throughout the year to provide lunches, coffee, and snacks to show their appreciation to a 
staff they knew was weathering the impacts of a virus, making for a very difficult year. 

 

Most of our events were canceled for the year. There were no sports, no 
eighth grade trip to Washington DC, no band concerts, no musical, no 
field trips, no parent volunteers, and the list goes on. Everything that 
occurred outside of the classroom doors came to a halt except for our 
annual Field Day. An amazing group of parents volunteered hours and 
hours of their time and organized an amazing day of activities while 
keeping the children in cohorts. Our parent community was supportive 
throughout the entire year and together, we survived and I am so grateful. 
 

The children also were outstanding. Those who attended school in-
person did not have hot lunch service and sandwiches became a daily 

standard. They also endured masks, working in cohorts, distancing, washing hands multiple times a 
day, and just being mindful of their daily actions. Most of the children who were learning virtually 
came back to school throughout the year.  
 

Our faith was our rock throughout the year. We continued to attend Mass. Students received the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion, and Confirmation. And, we graduated the eighth 
grade class in-person. Multiple after-school prayer services were offered to our staff. The hope is that 
in the next school year we no longer will need to teach two ways, all children will be able to attend 
school in-person, and COVID-19 will no longer impact us to the extent that it did this year. 

We followed 

carefully all of the 

recommended safety 

protocols and 

remained knee deep 

in the pandemic. 

Our parent 

community was 

supportive 

throughout the entire 

year and together, 

we survived. 

Leadership 



 

 

School Board 
 

The Saint Pius X School Board assists the Principal and Pastor in matters of strategic and financial 
planning, school policy, public relations and marketing, as well as overall evaluation of whether the 
school is meeting its goals. Appointed Board members serve three-year terms. The Pastor and Principal 
appoint new members annually by way of parishioner nominations and as advised by the Board 
Selection Committee. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
The Saint Pius X School Board is a parish ministry that provides advice and assistance to the Pastor 
and the Principal in the governance of Saint Pius X Catholic School. 
 
Over the past year, the School Board has sought to live its mission of advising the leaders of Saint 
Pius X Catholic School on issues of marketing and enrollment, curriculum and instruction, Catholic 
identity, extracurricular activities, and in particular, aspects of responding to the pandemic that are 
brought before the Board. We are grateful to the teachers, administrators, and staff who, despite the 
most difficult conditions, have continued to make Saint Pius X Catholic School a thriving environment 
for encountering Christ through liturgy, stewardship, high academic standards, and an array of 
extracurricular activities. 
 
The Board has developed three sub-committees that will focus our work for the next school year. 
These committees include: Marketing and Enrollment, Curriculum and Instruction with a particular 
exploration of STEM discipline offerings, and Board by-Laws review. The Marketing and Enrollment 
group will provide ideas and advice on how to connect with more parish families at even earlier times 
in the development of their children, and produce messaging that best reflects the high-quality, Christ-
centered education provided preschool through eighth grade. This messaging will be increasingly 
important in light of new diocesan tuition policies to ensure that all Saint Pius X families who seek a 
Catholic education at the school will have an opportunity to be a part of this community. The 
Curriculum and Instruction group will explore existing and new opportunities for STEM education that 
align with indicators for national STEM certification. Finally, a sub-committee will provide a 
maintenance review of the Board by-Laws and bring for review to Fr. Bill Schooler and Elaine Holmes 
any suggested changes that will provide increased efficiency and efficacy of the Board. 
 
In closing, the past two years have been incredibly difficult for all members of the Saint Pius X School 
community. Tough decisions have been made by the pastor and principal as informed by experts in 
the field and the best information possible. The Board has sought to be a voice and by our charge, 
provide advice to our school leaders. The passionate responses of parents, teachers, parishioners, 
and administrators to these decisions reflect the care that our community has for students at our 
school. May we continue to channel this energy in a positive, empathetic, and productive way as more 
difficult decisions assuredly await. 
 
Matt Kloser, 2020-2021 School Board Chairperson 

Appointed Members 
Matt Kloser, Chairperson 

Jeff Boetticher 

Bridget King 

Mary Jo Krizman 

Matthew Mulherin 

Lindsay Will 

Amy Wyskochil 

Ex-Officio Members 
Fr. Bill Schooler, Pastor 

Elaine Holmes, Principal 

Allison Watson, Assistant Principal 

Mark Wilcox, Director of Facilities 

Robby Kiley, Director of Religious Education 

Betsy Quinn, Director of Stewardship & Engagement 
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Inspired 



 

 

 

Due to safety protocols in place, activities were 
limited this year.  The Athletic Department was 
able to offer spring sports including baseball and 
track.  

Athletic Board 
 

The Athletic Board advises and supports the 
Athletic Director on decisions for school-related 
athletic programs and policies. Board members 
are appointed to a three year term. 
Nominations for new board members are held 
in April of each school year. 
 
Appointed Members 
Pete Byrne  Patrick Derksen 
Carrie Dumich  Mark Futa 
Ken Nuber  Lance Prokop 
Michael Ritten  Errol Rousseve 
 

Ex-Officio Members 
Katherine Alexander Co-Director, Athletics 
Patrick Derksen  Co-Director, Athletics 
Elaine Holmes  Principal 
Allison Watson  Assistant Principal 

We Provide O p p o r tu n i t y  

ATHLETIC Cheerleading • Football • Softball • 

Volleyball • Basketball • Wresting • Track • 

Baseball • Lacrosse • Tennis 
 

ACADEMIC  Battle of the Books • Quiz Bowl • 

Science Fair • Spelling Bee • Robotics • Coding • 

Young Hoosier Book Club • First LEGO League • 

First LEGO League Jr  

MUSIC  Band • Cantor Ministry • Choir • 

Handbells • ISSMA Competition • School Musical 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST  Golf Club •  

School Mass Liturgical Ministries • Lego Club • 

Student Council • Craft Club • Cooking Club •  

Chess Scholars 

Activities Offered at Saint Pius X 

Athletics-Mission of the Athletic Program 
 

The Saint Pius X Catholic School Athletic Program advances the overall educational mission of the 
Church by organizing teams, practices, facilities, equipment, and competitions to help every student 
develop and deepen their God-given physical abilities and gifts. The Athletic Program budget, 
personnel, and operations are designed to ensure that the Christ-centered ethos of the parish, school, 
and respective families is respected and honored in all sports events. 
 

The Athletic Program now serves more than 75 percent of students enrolled in fifth through eighth 
grade. To ensure the success of such a large youth ministry, parents are asked to make a volunteer 
commitment of support. In addition, other adults and community members volunteer their time and talent 
to this program. 

 

Saint Pius X Catholic School partners with Play Like a 
Champion Today™ (PLACT), a respected national 
program developed at the University of Notre Dame. 
PLACT promotes character-building and moral 
responsibility in youth athletics. All Saint Pius X 
coaches attend workshops centered on character 
development through sports, team-building, motivating 
student- athletes, and cultivating partnerships with 
parents. Parents of Saint Pius X student-athletes 
attend PLACT sessions once every two years. 
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C O V I D  Impact 
H o w  w e  a d j u s t e d  :  H o w  w e  i m p r o v e d  

I
n
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2020-2021 Christ the Teacher Award Recipient: 

Tracy Ahearn, Middle School Social Studies 

 

“I am honored and humbled to have been chosen as the Christ the 
Teacher Award recipient for 2020-2021. Since joining the faculty in 2008, 
it has been my privilege to be a part of this parish and school community 
who collaborate so faithfully to foster spiritual development, academic 
excellence, and stewardship. Because of the dedicated staff, the diligent 
students, and supportive families, my time at Saint Pius X has been a true blessing.” 

When we are challenged with the impossible, to 

persevere, we adapt. To return to school in 2020 during 

the height of the pandemic, we adapted in ways we 

never thought possible. 

ORIENTATION  To prepare families for the return to 

school under COVID-19 safety protocols, a handbook 

was developed and distributed to all families. A video on 

safe practices at school was recorded and shared. 

DISTANCE  Many steps were taken to provide a 

distanced environment throughout the year. Six feet 

distancing from one another became the norm. Plexiglass dividers were set-up to provide a barrier 

between students at work tables.  And, recess areas were designated across campus to allow grade 

levels and classes of students to enjoy time outside while remaining in cohorts. 

COHORTS  Students were grouped within grade levels to worship, learn, and socialize together in 

an effort to minimize cross-exposures throughout the school.  

MASKS  To minimize the spread of germs, masks were worn by all throughout the day while indoors.  

LUNCH Even during lunch, distancing was maintained with students eating in both classrooms and 

the lunchroom. Hot lunch was not served and the Hot Lunch Supervisor adjusted her role to serve as 

a Teaching Assistant to help cover a classroom need.  

VIRTUAL LEARNING  Below we highlight the 2020-2021 Christ the Teacher Award recipient, Tracy 

Ahearn. During the 2020-2021 school year, every teacher followed Tracy’s lead and was a “Christ 

the Teacher” model. Throughout the year, teachers were challenged with balancing the presentation 

of lessons and ensuring learning in two environments simultaneously: in-person and virtually when 

students were quarantined. Virtual learning helped ensure continuous student academic 

development. 



 

 

ASSESSMENTS interrupted  | LEARNING continued 
 

Saint Pius X School is historically proud to share data reflecting growth and proficiency in student 
learning. With the onset of the pandemic, the ability to gather data and accurately assess progress and 
mastery of concepts was interrupted. However, learning continued through virtual lessons and online 
class meetings. In an effort like no other, students, parents, staff, and teachers, ensured spiritual and 
academic excellence were the anchors while adapting to the challenges brought on by the onset of the 
pandemic. 

A s s e s sme n t s   

ABOVE: Example of a virtual lesson in middle school religion. 

BELOW: Example of a teacher classroom at home. 
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Inspired 
Step-by-Step Children’s Stewardship Program 

Stewardship: A Way of Life 
Saint Pius X teachers, parents, and students embrace the 
message of stewardship—sharing one’s time, talents, and treasure 
with others. The school offers many opportunities for service that 
enhance the educational experience, all inspired by the spirit of 
stewardship. We continue to foster the partnership between 
parents and the school for continuous and lifelong faith 
development and growth, while embracing stewardship as a way 
of life. 
 

While some of the in-person activities that students and parents 
once experienced together were not possible this year, we held 
various activities for them that were meaningful and introduced 
students to the ways stewardship can become a way of life. 

Kindergarten: Needy 
Made pumpkin pies and placemats for the Center for 
the Homeless Thanksgiving Dinner. Held a collection 
and learned about the CASIE Center, a local 
organization that helps kids in new or scary situations.  
 
First Grade: Environment 
Learned about endangered species and “adopted” 
flamingos from the Potawatomi Zoo. Participated in 
several Earth Day activities, learning about caring for 
God’s Creation.  
 
Second Grade: Senior Citizens 
Had a virtual tour of The 
Waterford, a local senior living 
facility, and made lap blankets for 
the residents there. Learned 
about two other senior residences 
supported by SPX and painted 
terracotta pots that were planted 
with succulents and given to the 
residents. 
 
Third Grade: Hunger 
Learned about the Parish’s Saint 
Vincent de Paul (SVDP) Conference and visited the 
Parish Food Pantry. Made cards for the annual 
Giving Tree program’s food baskets. Went on a 
virtual tour of Cultivate Food Rescue and completed 
a project that tied the three aspects of stewardship to 
ways to support Cultivate and eliminating food waste. 
 
Fourth Grade: Disabled 
Learned about people with different abilities and how 
they are served by Hannah and Friends. Made 
ornaments for the residents’ Christmas Trees and 
collected board games and puzzles for their homes. 
Participated in activities focused on autism and the 
Logan Center. Students decorated puzzle pieces and 
gifted the completed puzzle and donations of items 
for the Center’s playground. 
 
Fifth Grade: Military and First Responders 
Listened to a virtual presentation about a veteran’s 
experience in the military, made Christmas cards to 
be mailed to active duty members overseas, and 
collected items for the Robert L. Miller Sr. Veteran’s 

Center in South Bend. Learned 
from an active fireman and EMT 
how he integrates his faith with 
his work. Wrote letters and put 
together “lifesaver” packages for 
first responders in the 
community.  
 
Sixth Grade: Homelessness 
Learned about and held a 
school kit drive for the Center for 
the Homeless. Viewed a virtual 
presentation about the Catholic 
Worker and how this 
organization supports the 
homeless in our community. Made Easter cards and 
bags for the guests participating in the Motels4Now 
hotel program.  
 
Seventh Grade: Respect Life 
Learned about how the Center for Hospice Care 
(CFHC) serves those nearing the end of life. Made 
fleece blankets for CFHC to provide for clients, 
grieving family members (including children who 
attend the Center's summer camp), and veteran's of 
the CFHC programs. Held a baby shower to benefit 
the Women’s Care Center, including collecting and 
wrapping items to be donated to the moms the 
Center serves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eighth Grade: Living the Beatitudes 
Reviewed stewardship as Living the Beatitudes. Each 
student developed a personal stewardship resume 
which reflected their years spent in the Step-By-Step 
Stewardship Program and service in preparation for 
their Confirmation. 

 



 

 

Throughout the summer of 2020, the COVID Response Team worked to 
develop policies and procedures that would allow us to welcome back 
preschoolers in-person (preschoolers were not offered a virtual learning 
option). While there was a decline in enrollment, Little Lions Preschool 
safely accommodated 86 preschool students in four classrooms. 
 

Little Lions Preschool was awarded two Come Back Stronger grants from the Lilly Foundation 
totaling $52,000. These funds helped recoup lost income from decreased enrollment and also 
provided PPE, additional hand-washing stations, two additional teaching assistants, and 
individual supplies and materials for students. This allowed teachers to continue to offer a wide 
variety of learning experiences to students while decreasing the risk of cross-contamination in 
the classroom. 
 
Despite many state agencies putting on-site visits on hold, Little Lions Preschool hosted a 
Paths to QUALITY™ accreditation rating visit in December and was able to maintain Level 3 
status. 
 
We were very grateful for the opportunity to learn and grow with the youngest students at  
Saint Pius X during this unusual, but fruitful school year. 

Little Lions P r e s c h oo l  

P r e s c h o o l  3      P r e s c h o o l  4      P r e s c h o o l  4 / 5  
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2019-

2020 

2018-

2019 

2017-

2018 

2016-

2017 

2020-

2021 

Preschool 3 39 32 29 32 31 

Preschool 4 61 39 27 37 36 

Preschool 4/5 24 29 32 33 17 

Kindergarten 51 59 62 65 58 

First 61 62 63 70 48 

Second 61 67 68 49 52 

Third 70 71 48 66 53 

Fourth 71 46 65 66 61 

Fifth 50 63 65 59 60 

Sixth 65 57 59 64 43 

Seventh 61 58 49 57 60 

Eighth 55 50 55 61 54 

Total Enrollment 669 633 622 659 573 

 

Classroom Structure 
 
 
 
 

Preschool 

•Three sections each in the 3s, 4s and 4/5s 
  *One TA in every preschool classroom 
 
 

Primary Grades  K-2 

•Three sections of kindergarten 

•Three sections of first grade 

•Two sections of second grade 
  *Teaching assistants (TA) in each classroom 
 
 

Elementary Grades  3-5  

•Three sections of third grade 
  Two TAs 

•Two sections of fourth grade and a part-time 
teacher for “pull out” instruction 

  *Two TAs 

•Three sections of fifth grade 
  *Two TAs 
 
 

Middle School Grades  6-8 

•Two sections for each grade 
  *One TA 

S t u d e n t  Profile  

Inspired 



 

 

C l a s s  of 2021  
Each year, the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend presents three Distinguished Student 
Awards, recognizing students who have met the 
challenge to respond to the gifts God has given 
them and how they use these gifts for the 
people of God in the greater community. 
 

•The Leadership Award is given to the 
student who is a responsible Christian 
model for others in the school, respects 
diversity in the community and 
participates in extracurricular activities. 

 

•The Christian Service Award is given to 
the student who most demonstrates 
concern for others, provides service to 
the school, parish, and community, and 
exhibits an awareness of social needs. 

 

•The Academic Award is awarded to the 
student who has the highest academic 
average in the class.  

 

Saint Pius X also awards the Christian 
Attitude Award. Chosen by peer vote, this 
award goes to one male and one female 
classmate who best models our Gospel Values 
and follows our Gospel Guide. 

N u mb e r  o f  

G r a d u a t e s  

N a m e  o f  Ac c e p t i n g  

H i g h  Sc h o o l  

11 Marian High School 

37 Saint Joseph High School 

6 Penn High School 

Cla ss  o f  2 02 1  Aw ar d  Rec i p ie nts  

Diocesan Awards 
Selected by Saint Pius X faculty 

Leadership Ryan Michaels 

Christian Service Braedon Hoy 

Academic Cecilia Letherman 
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“Our faith was our rock throughout the year.  
-Principal Elaine Holmes on handling the impact of COVID-19 

Saint Pius X Award 
Selected by eighth grade students 

Christian 
Attitude 

MaryRose Maciejczk 
Teddy Berente 
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A Message from the 
2020-2021  
Student Council President 
 

As the 2020-2021 Student Council President at 
Saint Pius X School, there were so many things 
I enjoyed, like being able to help my 
classmates work to make Saint Pius X School 
the best school it could be. The best part about 
being on student council was hearing the 
feedback of the whole student body, 
understanding what they loved about school 
and what they would like to improve. We 
always surveyed the students for ideas about 
Catholic Schools Week, and I loved hearing 
how creative our students were. Learning to 
listen to others is an important skill I will take 
with me into high school and beyond. 
 

Being Student Council President during another year of the pandemic came with some 
challenges; many of which could not be solved. Part of the plan for returning to school included 
separating kids into cohorts, and they could not interact with each other at lunch or recess 
unless they were in the same class. Many students were separated from even their best 
friends. Though this was hard, I think it taught us all a lesson in resilience, and we often made 
friends who we wouldn't have otherwise. Student Council would meet in the cafeteria and we 
had to distance, only two at a table. We had many tough decisions to make, like if we should 
hold the Talent Show. With the help of teachers, we decided we could judge tryouts through 
videos and then livestream the final talent show to most of the students in their classrooms to 
reduce the crowd. Though it wasn't quite the same, we learned how to adjust to the new 
circumstances. 
 

Overall I’m very proud of 
how the teachers, the 
students, and the Student 
Council at Saint Pius X 
School adjusted during the 
year. Although it was hard 
not to see our friends’ 
smiles (through their 
masks) or sit with our best 
friends at lunch, we all 
worked really hard to 
make the most of the year. 
 
Elly Brady 
2020-2021 
Student Council President 

Student Council Members 

Elly Brady  President 

Lauren Frick  Secretary 

Jack Troester  7th Grade Vice-President 

Isabella Futa  6th Grade Vice-President 

Teddy Berente  8th Grade Representative 

Morgan Bracket  8th Grade Representative 

Taylor Hedges  8th Grade Representative 

Maryella Wittig  7th Grade Representative 
Declan Gallagher  7th Grade Representative 

Sydney Schmeltz  7th Grade Representative 

Ben Brady  6th Grade Representative 

Sam Hubert  6th Grade Representative 

John Sorg  5th Grade Representative 

Leighton Stanley  5th Grade Representative 

C.J. Weston  5th Grade Representative 

S t u d e n t  C o un c i l  2020-2021 

Inspired 

ABOVE: Character Day during Catholic Schools Week, 

planned by Student Council. 



 

 

Saint Pius X Catholic School recognizes parents as the primary 
educators of their children. Following the teachings of the Catholic 
Church, we support the role of parents. Likewise, we expect parents to 
maintain communication with the school and support the school 
community. We value and rely on the partnership with parents and 
guardians of all of our students. 
 

The many hours dedicated by parents and friends of Saint Pius X are 
invaluable to the overall operation of the school. We are thankful for 
your commitment and dedication to our mission, working with Christ at 
the core of all we do. 

Appointed 
Board Members 

 

Brooke Boetticher 
President 

 

Caitlin Giordano 
Co-VP 

 

Tracey Mulherin 
Co-VP 

 

Brie Milligan 
Secretary 

 

Michelle Cozzie 
Newsletter Editor 

 
 

Jessica Blomeke 
At-Large 

 

Christie Krause 
At-Large 

 

Brigette Mulvehill 
At-Large 

Ex-Officio 
Members 

 

Elaine Holmes 
Principal 

 

Allison Watson 
Assistant Principal 

 

Shirley Koloszar/ 
Kristie Sandor 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Betsy Quinn 
Director of Stewardship 

and Engagement 
 

 

P a r e n t s  as Partners  

HASA Committees 

Box Tops for Education Middle School Dance 

Picture Day Saint Nicholas Day 

School Supplies Teacher Appreciation 

Field Day March to the Arts 

Family Fun Night Used Uniform Sale 

Grandparents/

Grandfriends Day 

Muffins with Mom 

Donuts with Dad 

 CSW: Family Sock Hop 

The Home and School 
Association (HASA), the 
parent/teacher organization of 
Saint Pius X Catholic School, 
is a service ministry of the 
Parish that serves as a liaison 
between the school, home, 
and parish communities. 
HASA performs and promotes 
stewardship and encourages 
communication and 
involvement by sponsoring 
programs and activities during 
the year. Following the 
stewardship philosophy set 
forth by the Parish, HASA 
relies on the volunteer efforts 
of its members rather than collecting dues or 
mandating volunteer hours. Each parent is blessed 
with various resources, talents and abilities. Parents 
are asked to share their time, talent, and treasure to 
help make these programs and events possible. 
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School Income 2019-2020 2020-2021 

Tuition and Fees $2,620,247 $2,410,272 

Indiana School Choice/SGO 534,897 515,321 

Programs and Activities 214,102 24,359 

Government Grants 7,764 648,273 

Charitable Funding Sources 47,079 45,349 

Total Income $3,424,489 $3,643,574 

   

Charitable Funding 
Sources 

  

Restricted Gifts $28,642 $25,248 

Charitable Funding Sources 5,593 3,025 

Diocesan School Endowment 12,844 17,077 

Programs & Activity 
Sources 

  

Lunch Program $121,806 $7,125 

Extracurricular Activities 92,296 17,234 

Expenses 
2019-
2020 

2020-
2021 

Salaries and Benefits 3,065,606 3,075,785 

Facilities 194,611 199,560 

Administrative 127,588 76,324 

Instructional Costs 290,356 284,588 

Tuition Assistance 98,835 103,750 

Depreciation 369,087 368,428 

Total Expenses $4,146,083 $4,108,435 

   

Net School Income / Loss $721,594 $464,861 

Tuition Assistance 
 

Because not every family can afford to pay the full cost of a 
Catholic school education, Saint Pius X provides tuition 
support based on relative need. The generosity of the Parish 
is obvious with its tuition support, distributing over $103,750 in 
assistance this year. 

Charitable Gifts 
We appreciate every gift of time, talent and treasure 
given to our school. Funds generated through Box Tops 
for Education, Meijer Community Rewards, You Can 
Lend a Hand, and Lands’ End provide notable funding 
for resources and materials utilized in the classroom 
each day. At times, donations are received to support a 
specific project. This year, Saint Pius X received gifts to 
support water coolers in classrooms (water fountains 
closed as part of the COVID Management Plan), Field 
Day, and substitute teachers. 
 

Wish List  Fine arts performances 

2020-2021 School Income 

2020-2021 School Expenses 
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